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TOWARDS TERMS

TO GENERAL  CAULAINCOURT, DUKE OF VICENfcA, MINISTER
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

PARIS, January 4, 1814.
... I think it is doubtful whether the Allies are honest, or

frontiers, without Ostend, and without Antwerp, would
lose touch with the other states of Europe. The natural
frontiers were recognised by England and all the powers
at Frankfort. The French conquests up to the Rhine and the
Alps do not balance all the territory that Austria, Russia,
and Prussia have acquired in Poland and Finland, and that
England has overrun in Asia. Austria will be influenced by
English policy, and by the resentment of the Russian Em-
peror. I accepted the principles proposed at Frankfort; but
it is unlikely that they represented the Allies' real ideas; they
were only a mask. Once negotiations are allowed to be in-
fluenced by changes in the military situation, a system is
admitted whose results cannot be foreseen.

You must keep your eyes and ears open. It is not certain
that you will be received at Headquarters; for the Russians
and English would like to exclude beforehand every
opportunity of explanation or conciliation with the Emperor
of Austria. You must try to find out what the Allies' views
are, and give me daily reports of what you discover, so as
to make it possible for me to give you instructions: at
present I should not know on what to base them. Do they
want to reduce France to her ancient frontiers? It would be
an insult. They are vastly mistaken if they suppose the
misfortunes of war reconcile us to such a peace as that. In
six months' time there would not be a man in France who
failed to feel the indignity of such terms, or to reproach a
government which had been so cowardly as to accept them.

Italy is intact, and the Viceroy has a fine army. Before the
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